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OF NEW LONDON'S HISTORIC PLACES 


Legislation which would permit the pre- 
servation of certain historic areas in 
South Kingstown, Rhode Island, was recent- 
ly endorsed by that town's Council, 


This action was taken on the appeal of the 
Kingstown Improvement Association which 
acted after a year-long study. It would, 
if passed, provide the mechanics for the 
Kingstown residents to preserve the colo- 
nial atmosphere in Kingstown Village. 


A University of Rhode Island history pro- 
fessor presented: the matter to the coun- 
cilmen, [{t passed without a dissenting 
vote, Letters of endorsement will be sent 
to the House and Senate. The proposed 
General Assembly bill would permit cities 
and towns to designate certain areas as 
historically zoned. and permit the creation 
of commissions to administer restrictions, 


The idea for the legislation grew out of a 
plan for the preservation of Providence's 
east side, The Providence City Planning 
Commission helped draft the legislation. 
The South Kingstown Planning Board appears 
to be in sympathy with retaining those 
parts of its community dating back to the 
past. Of main concern is the area flank- 
ing the main road through the village. 


Here in New London history has left us 
with a pitifully small number of colonial 
buildings. The burning of the town in 178] 
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destroyed most of its dwellings and places 
of business, The Old Town Mill was in 

the path of destruction, It was rebuilt, 
The Shaw Mansion, at the southern boundary 
of the town, luckily escaped damage from 
the enemy's torch, Today we can point to 
perhaps a dozen buildings that date back 
to the early years of our town, 


There has been developed during the past 
year an urban renewal plan for New London. 
It is hoped that the city's future steps 
can be related to its past. As the 
crowded areas are cleared, let suitable 
treatment be given to the little islands 
of history that dot our landscape like 
jeweled letters on the pages of the New 
London story. Let markers be placed to 
note the location of the homes and sites 
that were notable milestones in the town’s 
progress, | 


These few and scattered shrines of our past 
history must be preserved. Several of them 
are in the hands of organized groups who 
have accepted responsibility for their. 
maintenance, Some lie neglected, though 
they are still sought out by tourists, 


Let us now be reminded of our duty to see 
to it that the Old Town Mill, the Ancient 
Burying Ground, the Nathan Hale School- 
house, and the other beloved spots are 
given the treatment they merit, They are 
among the few visible reminders of New 
London's notable past, 


New London, Conn. 


HEMPSTEAD HOUSE TO BE REOPENED 


It is pleasant to note the dedication 
date of Saturday, May 16, for the re- 
stored Hempstead House. Several years 

of expert planning and workmanship have 
been expended on the house that was built 
by Joshua Hempstead in 1678 and added to. 
by his grandson Nathaniel in 1728, 


The diary of Joshua II1, written from 1711 
to 1758, has been most helpful in inter- 
preting the way of life and the actual 
restoration of this 17th and early 18th 
century house, 


The formal dedication will take place at 
11 a.m. on the 16th in a tent on the 
grounds, The house will be open for in- 
spection all day to members of the Anti- 
quarian and Landmarks Society of Connect- 
icut, owners of the house, and those who 
wish to become members of the Society, 
After that date the house will be open 
daily to the public at an admission fee 
to help defray the costs of maintenance. 


The devoted service of New London's Miss 
Ruth W, Newcomb should not be overlooked 
at this time, Miss Newcomb has been 
closer to the Hempstead House than any 
other person, She has won many friends 
by her unfailing cheerfulness and hospi-" 
tality to visitors who have journeyed 
from near and far places to study this: 
historic place, : 


The loving care that has been lavished.on 


the Hempstead House restoration trans- 
lates into action the words of Odell 
Shepard, who, in his article on the House 
prepared for the Antiquarian and Land- 
marks Society, wrote, ''Upon every genera- 
tion there is laid the sacred duty, which 
is also a privilege, of handing on into 
the future, undiminished, the best of 
what it has had from the past,!! 


A small display of Hempstead memorabilia, 
loaned by the Antiquarian and Landmarks 
society, will be displayed at the Shaw 
Mansion from May 15 through the rest of 
the month, 


OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
May 23, 


Guilford, You are welcome, 
Please take along a box !unch, 


‘cesses carried on through the years. 


Annual meeting of the Connecticut 
League of Historical Societies at 


July 5-11, Norwich Tercentenary Celebra- 
tion. : 
July 18. Summer meeting of the Connecticut 


League at Old Sturbridge, Mass. 
This meeting will be held jointly 
with the Bay State League. 


WATERBURY OFFERS INDUSTRIAL SHOW 


The opening of the new Industrial Museum at 
the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury on April 
27 provided a dynamic showing of the growth 
of industry in the Naugatuck Valley area. 
The Industrial Museum completes the second 
phase of Mattatuck's development plan 
started in 1957 and financed by public sub- 
Scription, The delightful Junior Museum, 
now visited each year by thousands of 
school children, represents the first part 
of the plan, The completed plan will pro- 
vide for a comprehensive historical exhibit 
and authentic period rooms, 


Exhibits tell the story of the mining of 


copper and the production and fabrication 
of brass mill products, Prominent concerns 
in the area have contributed machines and 
tools used iin the several fabricating pro-~ 
The 
Scoville Manufacturing Company has provided 
a replica of the earliest brass casting 


shop in America, complete with forge and 
' bellows, The processing of brass from the 


mine to the finished article is shown. 


Case displays point to the many practical! 


uses of brass from sleigh bells and bull 
rings to modern munition parts, 


The researcher will find here an early but- 
ton press, adapted to hand or water power, 
1800-1840; a collection of Waterbury clocks 
from the early wooden models where every 
part was made by hand; a series of panels 
showing the history of lighting, including 
the torch, grease lamp, candle, kerosene 
lamp, gas light and electricity. The gener- 
ous space provides for many pieces of heavy 
machinery, such as milling machines, water 
mills and rolling mills, grinders and vises, 


Applications of ultrasonics in electroplat- 
ing and cleaning, and an "atom and you!' ex- 
hibit bring the visitor up to the minute in 
applied science, 


Mr. Rawson W. Haddon, Director of the Museum, 
and the Committee in Charge of the Indus- 
trial Museum deserve much praise for this 
permanent addition to Mattatuck, It is a 


remarkable example of hewing close to the 
line of original intent. The Museum was 
founded in 1877 for the purpose of col- 
lecting and preserving whatever may serve 
to explain and illustrate the history and 
industrial and cultural development of 
the State of Connecticut and especially 
the Waterbury area, 


Museum hours are Sunday, 2 to 5 p.m, and 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 to 5, 


NORWICH TO CELEBRATE 
300th ANNIVERSARY 


Norwich is preparing to celebrate the 
300th anniversary of its founding during 
the week of July 5 to 11, The Tercenten- 
ary Committee has announced that each day 
in the week has been assigned for a spe- 
cial group of activities. An historical 
pageant will be held every evening on the 
campus of the Norwich Free Academy where 
there are seating accommodations for 
5,900, The pageant will depict events 

in the city's life from pre-Revolutionary 
days to the present. Between 400 and 500 
Norwich residents will participate, 


The Committee, headed by Philip A. John- 
son, president of the Society of the 
Founders of Norwich, Connecticut, plans 
guided tours, essay contests, concerts, 
Sports events, a ball, a parade and 
visits by national figures, 


Norwich was settled in 1659 by Major John 
Mason, Thomas Leffingwell and the Rever- 
end James Fitch, With a group from Old 
saybrook they received a tract from Uncas, 
Chief of the Mohegan Indians, 


samuel Huntington, one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, was a 
native of Norwich, So was Benedict 
Arnold. 


New London's own Frances M, Caulkins, who 
spent much time in Norwich, wrote a his- 
tory of that town which was published in 
1845, 


IN MEMORIAM 


We note with sorrow the passing of Mr, 
Frank A, Bolles, a member of the Society 
for many years, who died suddenly at his 
home in Niantic in March. Mr. Bolles! 


interest in genealogy attracted him to 
the Society's collection of family 
histories, He was a member of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, 


A good friend of the Society, Lawrence C, 
Howard, Sr., of Salem, a retired sea cap- 
tain, died April 29, Captain Howard's 
interest in New London took an active 

form in an anonymous gift of generous pro- 
portion to the Old Town Mill Fund. Last 
year he presented the Society with a copy 
of his privately published book, ''Log of 
the Edward Sewall, 1911-19i2'', a simple, 
but eloquent story of an ordinary seaman's 
127 days before the mast on a steel 
Ssquare-rigger, Captain Howard was born 

in Niantic, 


FEBRUARY OPEN HOUSE 
DAY PROGRAM 


A program of readings and music featured 
the Washington's Birthday Open House cele- 
bration at the Shaw Mansion. Revolution- 
ary airs were performed on the fife and 
drum by Dr. Paul F, Laubenstein, Professor 
Emeritus of Religion, Connecticut College, 
and Musician Chief Carl S, Walther, U, S. 
Coast Guard Academy Band. Such composi- 
tions as the President's March, composed 
to celebrate Washington's assumption of 
the presidency in 1789, Ballad of the 
(Boston) Tea Party, Washington Grand 
March, Yankee Doodle, and a Colonial Fife 
Tune proved popular with the audience who 
participated by singing and handclapping,. 
Dr. Laubenstein prefaced each number by a 
short account of its history. Mr. Gilbert 
Brown of New London, who whistled the 
Colonial Fife Tune from memory to Dr, 
Laubenstein, was present, 


The fife.used In this program was played 
during the Revolution by a New London sol- 
dier, David Phelps, who served in the 
First and Fifth Regiments, ''Connecticut 
Line.'' The fife was presented to the 
society by Mrs. Wilfred A, Parker of New 
York City, whose late husband, a descend- 
ant of David Phelps, requested that it be 
given into our care, 


Mr. Russell W. Harris read General Wash- 
ington's Farewell Orders to the Armies, 
and his Address to Congress on Resigning 
His Commission, 


Refreshments were served from the dining 


table at which General Washington sat as 
the guest of the Shaw family in 1776. 


For Your information 


The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209 | 
The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 1 to 4 


Custodians in residence: 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes. 


Secretary and Curator: 
Miss Helen 1. Fraser, 
torical | a 
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